Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Heterocyclic units contain oxygen, nitrogen or sulfur, which provide the coordination sites allowing the heterocycles to form complexes with metals and act as effective hosts for different kinds of molecules (Dietrich et al., 1993; Vogle, 1991) . We studied on macrocyclic compounds composed of two 5-mercapto-2,3-dihydro-1,3,4-thiadizol-2-ones and two p-xylenes (Cho et al., 1998 (Cho et al., , 1999 (Cho et al., , 2001 . The NH of the title compound, α,α′-bis [(4,5-dihydro-5-oxo-1,3,4-thiazol-2- Table 1 ).
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Experimental
To a solution of α,α′-bis [(5-ethoxy-1,3,4-thiadiazol-2-yl) thio]-p-xylene (Cho et al., 1999 (Cho et al., , 2001 ) (2.56 g, 6 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml), was added HBr (47%, 3.5 ml, 30 mmol), in one portion. The mixture was heated under reflux until the above p-xylene compound was disappeared on TLC. The solvent evaporated under reduced pressure to leave a solid residue, which was washed with water. The crude product was recrystallized from EtOH:THF = 3:1. Colorless crystals of 
Refinement
Atom H3 of the NH group was located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely [refined distance: N-H = 0.91 (2) Å]. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier C) for aromatic and methylene, and 1.5U eq (carrier C) for methyl H atoms. DMSO molecule is disordered with an occupancy ratio of 0.879 (1) ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
